
Eligibility
The intended audience for this activity is rheumatology fellows and other health care professionals involved in the treatment of patients 
with rheumatic disease.

Interested parties must complete the application in its entirety and submit the form to the Fellows Summit Committee via fax or email. 
Applications will be reviewed in the order they are received. Participant selection will be determined based on a balance of fellowship programs. 
Program registration will be capped at 60 attendees; therefore, only those with availability to attend the full duration of the program should apply 
(see Agenda). Participants and their program directors will be notified of their selection within 1 week of submitting an application. 

Educational grant funding has been provided to cover educational program costs and attendee travel, accommodations, and meals 
(see Travel and Accommodations and Meals below); however, all arrangements will be made and paid for directly by Vindico Medical 
Education. Please note, these expenses do not meet the criteria for Sunshine Act reporting.  

Session Attendance 
Because this is an exclusive opportunity for which seating and travel funding is limited, availability to participate in all sessions  
(from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm on Saturday, August 18, 2018) is required. All attendees will be asked to sign in at the start of each session. 
Attendees will be grouped into teams, with whom they will work for the duration of the program. Teams will be preassigned with program 
diversity in mind.

Cancellations
Please note, because the program is designed for a limited number of attendees, cancellations are strongly discouraged and may impact 
eligibility to participate in future programs. To cancel participation, registrants must inform the Fellows Summit Committee in writing 
(FellowsSummit@VindicoCME.com) by Wednesday, July 18, 2018. 

Flights
In the event of a cancellation, the registrant will assume full responsibility of the issued ticket cost(s), as well as any applicable 
fees, and the credit card provided at the time of booking will be charged. 

Hotel
Cancellations received prior to Wednesday, July 18, 2018 will not result in any penalties. For cancellations received after 
Wednesday, July 18, 2018, the registrant will assume full responsibility of room costs and tax for all reserved room nights, and 
the credit card provided at the time of booking will be charged.

Travel and Accommodations
With confirmation of their selection, participants will receive a travel form for completion. All reservations will be booked and paid for 
by Vindico Medical Education directly; however, a valid credit card must be provided as collateral in the event of a cancellation (see 
Cancellations above). Details will be reconfirmed with participants in writing prior to finalizing all reservations.

•	 Room	and	tax	for	Friday,	August	17,	2018	will	be	covered	directly	by	Vindico	Medical	Education.
•	 Regarding	the	pending	flight	destination/time	schedule,	if	suitable	flights	are	not	available	for	a	Saturday,	August	18,	2018	

return, an additional night’s room and tax (for Saturday, August 18) may be covered. 
•	 Return	flight	options	for	Saturday,	August	18,	2018	will	be	provided,	with	the	program	end	time	in	mind.	
•	 If	a	registrant	is	extending	his/her	stay	beyond	Saturday,	August	18,	2018	by	choice,	the	registrant	will	be	responsible	for	any	

additional	room	nights	(starting	Saturday,	August	18,	2018),	as	well	as	the	difference	in	flight	price	if	the	cost	is	more	than	the	
grant-specified budget.

•	 Only	coach	class	roundtrip	airfare	will	be	covered	by	Vindico	Medical	Education.
•	 If	flight	or	hotel	reservation	modifications	are	necessary,	the	registrant	will	assume	full	responsibility	of	any	applicable	fees,	and	

the credit card provided at the time of booking will be charged.
•	 Attendees	must	provide	a	valid	credit	card	upon	check-in	to	the	hotel	for	incidentals.
•	 Information	regarding	airport	transfers	to	and	from	the	venue	will	be	provided	in	the	final	logistics	packets	(emailed	to	

participants approximately 1 week prior to the Summit). 

Attendance and Travel Policies

https://www.healio.com/vmemeeting/2018/rheumj441/home


Meals
The following meals will be provided for participants:

•	 Friday,	August	17	–	Welcome	Reception	(coffee	and	dessert)
•	 Saturday,	August	18	–	Breakfast,	AM	Beverage	Break,	Lunch,	and	PM	Beverage	Break

Attendees will also be provided with a reimbursement form for meals that fall within travel times (based on confirmed itinerary). The total 
reimbursable limit for these meals will be provided in the final logistics packets approximately 1 week prior to the Summit. 

Please note, receipts will be required, and submissions will be due by Friday, August 24, 2018. Complete instructions for reimbursement 
will be provided onsite.

Guests
While we do not have restrictions on travel companions, because this is an educational grant-funded program, all Fellows Summit 
functions are available to educational attendees only.	This	includes	educational	sessions,	provided	meals,	and	the	Welcome	Reception.	
Expense coverage is also limited to educational attendees only. Kindly note, child care will not be provided and cannot be expensed.

Attire 
The	dress	code	for	this	program	is	smart/business	casual:	dresses,	skirts,	khakis,	slacks/pants,	or	nice	jeans;	knit	shirts/sweaters,	dress	
shirts,	casual	button-down	shirts,	or	open-collar/polo	shirts;	and	flats,	loafers,	or	dress	shoes.	Heels,	ties,	and	blazers	are	optional.	
Please,	no	shorts,	t-shirts,	or	sneakers/sandals.

CME Information
Upon successful completion of this activity, participants should be better able to:

•	 Assess	patients	with	RA,	PsA,	or	SpA	for	disease	activity,	prognosis,	and	comorbidities	such	as	serious	and	opportunistic	
infections, cardiovascular disease, mental health disorders, and other complications.

•	 Apply	the	latest	treat-to-target	guideline	approaches	for	the	management	of	patients	with	RA,	PsA,	or	SpA.
•	 Incorporate	advanced	communication	techniques	in	the	rheumatologic	encounter	to	establish	stronger	relationships	with	

patients, identify cues for empathy and learn how to respond to them during the patient encounter, and engage in productive 
patient education as well as counseling on lifestyle and wellness behavior (diet, exercise, stress reduction, and sleep hygiene) to 
optimize health outcomes.

•	 Identify	and	incorporate	best	practices	for	the	prevention	and	monitoring	of	complications	for	patients	with	RA,	PsA,	or	SpA,	
including risk profiling and vaccinations.

•	 Summarize	the	role	of	an	interdisciplinary	team	of	experts,	including	the	patient,	to	provide	optimal	care	of	patients	with	RA,	
PsA, or SpA.

•	 Describe	common	patient	concerns	regarding	rheumatic	disease	and	its	treatment	as	well	as	strategies	to	address	these	issues.

Vindico Medical Education is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians. 

Vindico	Medical	Education	designates	this	live	activity	for	a	maximum	of	7.0	AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim 
only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

In accordance with the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education’s Standards for Commercial Support, all planners, 
teachers, and authors involved in the development of CME content are required to disclose to the accredited provider their relevant 
financial relationships.	Relevant	financial	relationships	will	be	disclosed	to	the	activity	audience.

Faculty,	topics,	program	schedule,	and	credit	hours	are	subject	to	change.	Audiotaping	or	videotaping	is	prohibited	without	written	
permission from the program committee. 

Credit Claiming Policy
To obtain credit for this activity, participants are required to officially register for the program, check-in at the registration desk, attend 
the sessions, and complete the electronic activity evaluation and credit form. Participants will receive an email copy of their  
AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™ certificate. 


